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Los Angeles Unified School District 
Division of District Operations 

 
Frequently Asked Questions Regarding the August 21, 2017 Solar Eclipse for School Site Personnel 

 

The following provides clarification and further guidance for school leaders and staff in preparation for the 

partial solar eclipse on Monday, August 21, 2017.  
 

1. What instructional guidance is available to support students in learning about the solar eclipse? 
 

Teachers may live stream the total eclipse beginning at 9 a.m. utilizing the following link: 

NASA TV Link: https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/nasatv/index.html#public 
 

For additional instructional resources, please visit lausd.net. 
 

2. What safety concerns are associated with the solar eclipse?  
 

Staring directly at the sun may result in permanent eye damage or other unknown effects. 
 

3. What is required for schools to participate in organized viewing events of the eclipse?   
 

Schools may participate in viewing events if: 

 Students have received instruction about the dangers of looking directly at the sun, and how to 

participate safely in the viewing activity, 

 Parents or guardians have signed and returned permission slips, 

 Appropriate supervision is provided, and 

 Students use either NASA-approved glasses to view the eclipse, or they use other NASA-

approved devices that enable them to view the eclipse without looking directly at the sun 

(e.g., a pinhole projector). 
 

4. If a student doesn’t return the parent permission slip, are they allowed to view the eclipse? 
 

No, students without signed permission slips cannot participate in outdoor viewing activities. Other 

arrangements should be made for these students to be supervised properly (e.g., the auditorium with 

live-streaming of the eclipse).  
 

5. Outside of organized viewing events, what procedures should I follow during the eclipse? 
 

Our goal is to protect students from the dangers of looking directly at the sun. We recommend that 

schools utilize inclement weather procedures, which include keeping students indoors during recess, 

nutrition, and physical education classes.  
 

In addition, students who must be outdoors should be protected from looking directly at the sun, 

through means such as:  

 covered walkways/lunch shelters, 

 direct supervision, and  

 consistent reminders that students should NEVER look directly at the sun under any 

circumstances.  
 

Principals should use the school’s public address system throughout Monday morning to  

caution students of the long-term, permanent consequences of looking directly at the sun.  

https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/nasatv/index.html#public
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6. Can students with disabilities be allowed to participate in outdoor activities? 

 

Yes. Students with disabilities will be allowed to participate in the same school programs and 

instructional activities that all other students are engaged in with proper supervision. Discrimination 

based on disability is not allowed. A student’s individual education plan (IEP) and/or 504 plan should 

be consulted if a question arises as to the development or instructional appropriateness of a lesson or 

activity, and a decision should be made in consultation with the parent. The principal and staff should 

use his/her discretion to determine whether students can safely leave the classroom without looking 

directly at the sun. 

 

7. Will the main office remain open during the event? 

 

Yes, the main office shall remain open and shall operate as usual. Staff should be trained to take calls 

and reassure parents of the safety precautions in place. 

 

8. What should I do if the media calls my school or shows up at my office? 

 

Refer all media calls or inquiries to the Office of Communications at 213-241-6766. Note that while 

principals can control media access to their school, reporters/photographers are allowed to conduct 

interviews on the sidewalk outside of campus.  

 

9. Will parents be allowed to check their child out of school during the event? 

 

Yes, parents must be allowed to check their students out of school, as usual.  

 

10. What if parents ask me if they can keep their child home from school? 

 

As always, we encourage all students to be in attendance to maximize instructional opportunities.  

 

11. What should I do if food is served between 9 a.m. and noon? 

 

Principals should work with their cafeteria manager to determine what is best for their school. 

Options may include modifying the lunch schedule for that day only.  

 

12. If buses arrive or depart at your school between 9 a.m. and noon, what should I do? 

 

School buses will operate on a regular schedule. The Transportation Services Division will assign an 

additional employee to every bus operating during this time to help monitor student behavior.   

 

If you have further questions, please contact your Local District Operations. 
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